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LAWYER TO LAWYER MENTORING PROGRAM 
INTRODUCTION TO LOCAL RULES OF COURT 

 
The following is intended to facilitate a discussion about local Rules of Court and how they 
govern many aspects of the practice of law. 
 

WHAT WENT WELL? 
 
Start by sharing with each other a brief story of something that went well in your practice this 
week: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Share your reflection by on one of these questions: What caused the good event? What does it 
mean? How did you contribute? Others? How can you have more such events in the future? 
 

ACTIVITIES FOR TODAY 
 

• There are 31 judicial districts in Tennessee.  These districts vary significantly in size, 
number of Judges, locations of judges (where they hold court) and population.  The local 
Rules of Court govern many aspects of the practice of law.  Usually, there are local Rules 
of Court that govern the criminal practice of law and there are separate local rules of 
court that govern civil practice of law.  Some of the topics that are usually addressed by 
the local Rules of Court include, without limitation, the following topics, to wit: 

o Court sessions and schedules. 
o Appearance and conduct of counsel. 
o Facsimile filings. 
o Motion practice. 
o Submission of orders. 
o Guardian ad litem  
o Settlement conferences and mediation. 
o Interrogatories 
o Pretrial conferences. 
o Submission of orders and judgments. 
o Contested divorce and child support hearings. 
o Probate and conservatorship matters. 
o Jury demand 
o Preemptory challenges. 
o Motion for new trial 
o Negotiation and settlement of cases. 
o Issuance of subpoenas. 
o Medical an expert depositions. 
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o Discovery 
o Requests for special jury instructions. 

 
• It is not unusual that the local Rules of Court also provide invaluable forms to be used in 

special types of litigation. 
 

• Discuss the following customs and local rules of court of each of your local court (s) or at 
least those in which the new lawyer might practice: 

o How is the Judge customarily addressed in court, that formal functions and of 
ignorance, in social settings, four at the grocery store?  Does this custom change 
depending upon how often you appear before the judge or the capacity in which 
you know the judge? 

o Discuss the appropriate demeanor with court personnel-for clerks, the bailiffs, the 
judges assistance, etc. Explain the roles of different court staff. 

o What is appropriate attire for lawyers in your local courts?  How should you 
advise your client to dress?  Does your client’s dress depend upon the type of case 
being litigated?  What if your client does not have the proper attire to appear in 
court? 

o What is the appropriate demeanor with opposing counsel?  How should you 
address opposing counsel?  What if you know, opposing counsel well because 
you often oppose each other in cases?  Because you went to law school together?  
Because you are good friends?  How should you react if opposing counsel has 
been underhanded or dishonest or in your case?  What types of records are there?  
What tips does the mentor have for keeping yourself calm during conversations 
with opposing counsel, who is conducting him or herself unprofessionally, such 
as yelling at you, attacking you personally, threatening you, etc.? 

o What is the appropriate demeanor with your clients-in and out of court?  Discuss 
importance of sensitivity, torture clients. 

o Discuss the importance of associating with local counsel.  If you are handling the 
case outside your community.  What are the advantages and disadvantages to 
doing so?  How do you go about finding local counsel in another community with 
which to associate yourself? 

o If you are acting as local counsel with an out-of-state/town lawyer, what is your 
relationship to each other and to the case?  What do you do when other counsel 
wants to completely control the litigation and your actions?  What are your 
considerations and requirements?  When you associate case with an out-of-state 
lawyer relative to the board of professional responsibility (Pro Hac Vice 
Attorneys) 

o Discuss the local Rules of Court in the district in which the new lawyer will be 
practicing. 

o If the young lawyer will be practicing criminal law, escort the new lawyer to the 
local jail and explain the procedures for jailhouse visits. 
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o Discuss the following details about jailhouse visits: 
 Where do you go when you arrive at the jail? 
 How do you sign in to visit your client? 
 What should you bring with you?  (For example, identification, attorney 

registration card, etc.) 
 What items are prohibited for jailhouse visits?What may you bring to your 

client? 
 Is there a limit on the length or number of visits to your clients? 

 
• Discuss the importance of talking to your criminally-charged client about the facts of his 

or her case; about keeping him or her informed about the progress of the case and your 
case development; and about those decisions which your client should expect to make. 
 

• Explain to the new lawyer which decisions an attorney should make in criminal cases, 
and in which the client has right to make, and discussed the importance of explaining this 
distinction to your client from the outset of representation.  Discuss how to properly 
inform your client of the consequences to his or her decisions in the case. 

 
• Discuss the importance of having a contract with your client and retain cases that covers 

representation and general sessions court, criminal court and the appellate courts. 
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ACTION STEPS 
 
End the session by discussing what action steps you can take to either improve or set yourself up 
for future success based on today’s discussion. Discuss how one or more of your Signature 
Strengths can help you achieve success in these steps. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


